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A
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n
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g
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p
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er th
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 fo
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sin

g
 o

n
 a ch

ild
’s

n
atu

ral cu
rio

sity, H
S

T
 em

p
h
asizes (an

d

d
rills in

) k
n
o
w

led
g
e rath

er th
an

 creatin
g
 en

-

v
iro

n
m

en
ts th

at stim
u
late a ch

ild
’s im

ag
in

a-

tio
n
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If th
ey

 can
n
o
t activ

ely

m
ak

e m
ean

in
g
 o

u
t o

f w
h
at th

ey
 are d

o
in

g
,

th
ey

 d
o
 n

o
t learn

 o
r rem

em
b
er. B

u
t m

o
st

stan
d
ard

ized
 tests are still b

ased
 o

n
 recall o

f

iso
lated

 facts an
d
 n

arro
w

 sk
ills.
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ile m

an
y
 im

-

p
o
rtan

t areas are n
o
t in

clu
d
ed

 o
n

stan
d
ard

ized
 tests b

ecau
se th

ey
 can

n
o
t b
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o
t p
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 g
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d
ecad

es o
f research

 th
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d
en

t

o
v
erall sch

o
o
l ach
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en
t to
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articip
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in
 th
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p
erien

ces). S
tate-w
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g
 fo

-

cu
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n
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n
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d
 read
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g
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 fo
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s o

n
ly
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n
 th

o
se learn
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g
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at reflect th
e w

ay
 m
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p
resen
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n
 th

e tests.
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o
o
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 fail

m
eetin

g
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Y
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0
1
4
. S
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o
o
ls

th
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u
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w
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o
u
g
h
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u
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y
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r ch

arter sch
o
o
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o
n
ey

 fro
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-
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o
v
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u
b
lic sch
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n
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ess ru
n
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arter
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u
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iv

en
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o
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 o
r
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ts to
 d

o
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 th
e classro
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 th
at w

ill

ev
en

tu
ally

 d
eterm

in
e th

e in
co

m
e o

f a teach
-

in
g
 p

ro
fessio

n
al, th

at stu
d
en

t is p
ro

v
id

in
g

th
e cataly

st fo
r th

e p
ay. T

h
is b

reach
es th

e

F
air L

ab
o
r S

tan
d
ard

s A
ct (F

L
S

A
) o

f 1
9
3
8
,

w
h
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 states th
at six

teen
 is th

e b
asic m

in
i-

m
u
m

 ag
e fo

r em
p
lo

y
m

en
t. It also

 say
s th

at

w
h
en

 y
o
u
n
g
 p

eo
p
le w

o
rk

, th
e w

o
rk

 can
n
o
t

jeo
p
ard

ize th
eir h

ealth
, w

ell-b
ein

g
, o

r ed
u
-

catio
n
al o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ities.  
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 stak
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g
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u
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d
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in
g
 o

r m
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in
g
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d
en
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esp
ecially

 th
e m

o
st n

eed
y
 an

d
 v

u
ln

erab
le,

th
ereb

y
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io
latin

g
 th

e p
rin

cip
le o

f ‘d
o
 n

o

h
arm
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For m
ore inform

ation and resources check
out “O

pt O
ut of the State Test: The N

ational
M

ovem
ent” on Facebook and our w

ebsite



w
w

w.unitedoptout.com
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E
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P
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T
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A
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N

A
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w
w

w
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A
 m

ovem
ent dedicated to ending

high stakes testing in order
to im

prove and save
our public schools

A
lfie K

ohn, author of The C
ase A

gainst Standardized
Testing and The Schools O

ur C
hildren D

eserve:
S

tandardized testing can continue only w
ith the consent and

cooperation of the educators w
ho allow

 those tests to be distrib-
uted in their schools and the parents w

ho perm
it their children to

take them
. If w

e w
ithhold that consent, if w

e refuse to cooper-
ate, then the testing process grinds to a halt.  For years som

e of
us have been raising the provocative question W

hat if they gave
a test and nobody cam

e?  W
ith your help, U

nited O
pt O

ut N
a-

tional can grow
 into a genuine m

ovem
ent of dem

ocratic popular
resistance to the testing m

ania that has been sm
othering our

public schools.
- A

lfie K
ohn (w

w
w

.alfiekohn.org)

Yong Zhao, author of C
atching U

p
or Leading the W

ay:
B

y im
posing upon schools and teachers unrealistic, m

ean-
ingless, and arbitrary goals, high-stakes testing has corrupted
the spirit of A

m
erican education, intoxicated the education envi-

ronm
ent, and dem

oralized educators. B
y forcing schools and

teachers to teach to the test, it has narrow
ed the educational ex-

periences of m
illions of children and thus deprived our children,

especially those from
 disadvantaged backgrounds, of a real ed-

ucation. It has w
asted valuable, precious, and dw

indling public
funds that could have been put into educating rather than test-
ing our children. It has generated unnecessary fear, anxiety, and
loss of confidence in our children. It has distracted us from

 ad-
dressing the real challenges facing education today: poverty,
globalization, and technological changes. It has taken aw

ay the
opportunities and resources for exploring innovations that m

ay
lead to true im

provem
ents in education. B

ut m
ost im

portantly, it
has eroded the traditional strengths of A

m
erican education that

have m
ade A

m
erica the w

orld’s center of innovation, creativity,
entrepreneurship, and dem

ocracy.  These dam
ages have been

inflicted for nothing good in return. This decade of high stakes
testing has neither narrow

ed the achievem
ent gap nor m

ade ed-
ucation in our large urban centers any better. It has not even im

-
proved test scores.

A
dvocates of high-stakes standardized testing m

ay argue
that the dam

ages are unintended consequences and can be
fixed w

ith better tests.  M
ore m

oney is being poured into m
aking

high-stakes testing “better:” national “com
m

on assessm
ents” so

states cannot low
er their standards, tighter security so teachers

and students cannot cheat, as w
ell as increased test validity and

accuracy. These technical fixes w
on’t change the nature of high-

stakes standardized testing as a sim
plistic m

easure of a very
sm

all portion of w
hat children learn, w

hat schools teach, and
w

hat m
atters in real life, w

ith the undeserving pow
er to control

the behavior of teachers, students, and parents. Thus, regard-
less of the technical im

provem
ents w

e m
ake, high-stakes stan-

dardized testing cannot shake off the collateral dam
age that is

too great for any benefits it m
ay bring.

- Yong Zhao, P
h.D

P
residential C

hair
A

ssociate D
ean

P
rofessor, D

epartm
ent of E

ducational M
ethodology, P

olicy, and
Leadership
D

irector, C
enter for A

dvanced Technology in E
ducation (C

ATE
)

J
o

h
n

 K
u

h
n

, S
u

p
e

rin
te

n
d

e
n

t in
 T

e
x

a
s

 w
rite

s
:

I am
 heartened to see the daw

ning of a united national effort
to oppose the continued perversion of public education that the
corporate testing agenda has w

rought. It is im
portant for parents

to know
 that school adm

inistrators nationw
ide have no choice

but to com
ply w

ith state and federal testing m
andates, even

w
hen those m

andates require the clearly detrim
ental over-test-

ing of our children, the indefensible narrow
ing of the curriculum

,
and the theft of precious resources from

 teaching and learning
so that they can be invested instead in m

easuring and labeling.
B

ut parents and students have the pow
er to say w

hen
enough is enough. C

orporate lobbyists speak m
ore loudly than

educators—
that is clear—

but I am
 convinced that parents and

students can speak m
uch m

ore loudly than these deep-pock-
eted lobbyists w

ith their protests, their opting out, and their
votes.In Texas, w

e now
 invest 45 out of 180 school days adm

inis-
tering standardized tests.  W

e also have a $500 m
illion contract

w
ith P

earson to develop tests, even as $4 billion w
as cut from

education and our class sizes are grow
ing. Texas law

m
akers

have chosen to save the tests but not the teachers. In all 50
states, “testing for its ow

n sake” has grow
n through the garden

of learning like a kudzu vine, and it is choking to death flow
ers

that are far m
ore w

orthy than itself: m
usic, art, history, and sci-

ence are w
ithering under its encom

passing w
eight.

Testing corporations have hijacked public education and
have increased their profits dram

atically in doing so. A
s these

testing giants continue to lobby for m
ore tests, new

 tests, and
ever m

ore expensive tests, it is apparent to m
e that there w

ill
com

e a day w
hen teachers m

ust be renam
ed testers, the class-

room
 m

ust be called the testing room
, and the little red school-

house w
ill finally becom

e the little red w
idget factory, pum

ping
out standardized children w

ho know
 nothing beyond w

hat w
as

on the test. That is not the vision I have for m
y children, m

y stu-
dents, or m

y nation.
P

ublic school teachers once served the children. Today, w
e

are all the servants of the test. You can help by standing up for
your child and saying, “E

nough is enough. Less testing, m
ore

teaching.”
J

im
 H

o
rn

 a
t S

c
h

o
o

ls
 M

a
tte

r:
I am

 elated to see this first action step in w
hat I hope w

ill be
a full-fledged all-out cam

paign by parents, students, and educa-
tors to put education and the public back into public schooling.
A

s form
er C

om
m

issioner of E
ducation in R

hode Island, P
eter

M
cW

alters, noted several years ago, w
hen parents and teach-

ers start speaking w
ith a united voice, politicians have no choice

but to listen.
That is happening today as you lead this effort, and I am

confident that it w
ill spread, particularly as teachers and parents

and grandparents all agree that child advocacy for healthy chil-
dren m

ust constitute the core of our educational concerns.
A

s education historian,D
avid Tyack, has said, children are

about 20 percent of our population, but they are 100 percent of
our future. In this tim

e of im
pending environm

ental disaster and
econom

ic upheaval, w
e m

ust prepare our children for the real
test of living and thriving in a w

orld of m
ultiple challenges that

require our best and deepest understanding of w
here w

e have
been and w

here w
e are going.

Thank you for your efforts, one and all
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